GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

nation are not explicitly one thing or another) as it requires the
creation of the basic molds and norms for collective health.

There has also been a certain tendency to commend every
aspect of our life to the Germans as normatively democratic.
We would do well to recognize that we are dealing with a nation
with rich cultural traditions. They are, despite their recent cor-
ruptions, in many respects superior to our own. We are not so
uncultured as the whole of Europe in its envy would like $
believe. But neither are we superior in every discipline of life
We might be more successful in democratizing the German
schools and universities if we were more ready to acknowledge
the remnants of the great academic disciplines in those universi-
ties which once placed the world of Western culture in their
debt and may do so again.

The fate of Germany and of the whole Western world does
not depend on us alone. But the degree of our power makes our
own attitudes very determinative. The question is how well
prepared we are to bear continuing responsibility in an insecure
world. We are more than ordinarily tempted to hysteria because
we have always been accustomed to safe investments rather
than the calculated risks to which we must now commit our-
selves. Our whole culture has poorly prepared us for living in
this kind of insecurity and illogicality of a situation which is
neither war nor peace. Our realists would like to make it more
consistent by a preventive war. Our idealists propose various
abstract solutions which beguile us from present responsibilities
by irrelevant ideal proposals, all of which are constitutionally
and morally too neat to fit the contradictory facts of our situa-
tion. Furthermore, they consistently underestimate the intran-
sigent fanaticism which confronts us, because our whole liberal
culture is unwilling to recognize the demonic fury which may
appear in human history.

We will no doubt be unable to exercise our vast power with
perfect justice. The question is whether we can achieve a toler-
able justice. We will not be able to assure a secure peace for a
long while to come. The question is whether we can resist tyr-
anny in such a way as to assure both peace and freedom in the
end. We must assume responsibilities without being certain of
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